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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
April 2, 2019 

12:28 p.m. - 3:03 p.m. 

 

MEMBERS ADMINISTRATION AND OTHERS 

C. Thammavonga, Association for Bright Children 
N. Brown, Autism Ontario London 
B. Furac, Community Living London 
P. Cook, Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario 
L. Turner-Otte, Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer 
L. Dunlop-Dibbs, Vanier Children’s Services 
M. Barbeau, Voice for Hearing Impaired Children 
M. Cvetkovich, Children’s Aid Society of London and Middlesex 
J. Wright, Community Services Coordination Network (CSCN) 
S. Young, London Autism Developmental Disabilities 
J. Gritzan, Thames Valley Children’s Centre 
J. Courtney-Nuyens, Thames Valley Council Home and School       
   Associations  
J. Bennett, Trustee  
L. Pizzolato, Trustee 
B. Yeoman, Trustee  
J. Arts, Epilepsy Support Centre 
D. Shore-Reid, Learning Disabilities Association London  
N. Davison, VOICE for the Hearing Impaired 
 
Regrets: 

A. Morse, B. Harvey, T. Grant  
 
 
 

A. Canham, Superintendent of Special Education  
R. Ferrara, Learning Supervisor 
T. Birtch, Secondary Principal 
M. Chevalier, Elementary Principal 
D. Clark, Secondary Principal 
S. Smith, Corporate Services 
J. Capaldi, Communication Specialist 
K. Snake, Munsee-Delaware Nation 
C. Kechego, Education Director Chippewas of the 
Thames 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Bennett called the meeting to order at 12:28 p.m. in the London Room at the Education 

Centre.  

2. Confirmation of Agenda 

The agenda was approved on motion. 

3. Conflicts of Interest 

None declared. 

4. Report of the Previous Meeting 

The report of the 2019 March 4 Special Education Advisory Committee meeting was provided for 

information. 

5. Business Arising from the Minutes 

Supporting and Teaching in Care and/or Treatment, Custody and Correctional Programs 

(CTCC)-item 7.0 

4.0
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A. Canham provided an update on CTCC noting applications have been delayed at the Ministry 

level.  To prepare for the year, schools are staffing for maximum capacity.  

Special Education Budget a. Education Programs - Other (EPO)-item 10.a 

 A. Canham provided an update on Grants for Student Needs(GSN) and the Special Education 

Budget reporting the GSN’s and EPO information has been delayed.  An update will be provided 

to the committee as information becomes available. 

6. Accessibility Committee Update - A. Canham 

A. Canham reported the committee met on 2019 January 30 to review the Accessibility Plan from 

last year. A. Canham outlined the timeline for this years Accessibility Plan noting A. Marlowe is 

the new project lead.  A draft of the plan will be presented to the Special Education Advisory 

Committee at the 2019 May 27 meeting.  

7. Role of the Special Education TOSA - A. Canham/ A. Leatham 

This item was deferred to the 2019 May 6 meeting. 

8. TVDSB-Identification Placement Review Committee (IPRC) Student Replacement Options - 

A. Canham/ A. Leatham 

A. Canham provided information on IPRC Class Placements within TVDSB noting currently there 

are three possible placements for TVDSB students. The current IPRC placements available in 

TVDSB are as follows: regular classroom with indirect support, regular classroom with withdrawal 

assistance and special education self-contained class full time. 

In the province of Ontario the Ministry permits five possible placements, the additional two options 

are as follows: regular class with resources assistance, and a special education class with partial 

integration. 

A. Canham outlined what each of the five IPRC placements would look like in TVDSB.  

The committee performed a group activity where they charted the pros and cons of each of the 

five IPRC options. A. Canham noted the results will be collated and sent to the committee. 

Questions of clarification regarding the potential to offer all five options were answered by 

Administration.  

9. TVDSB System Classrooms 2019-2020 - A. Canham 

A. Canham provided an update on Elementary Development Education Placement noting 

students will be placed by June. 

10. Special Education Advisory Committee Priorities (Standing Item) - A. Canham 

P. Cook provided an update on progress with the SEAC brochure revisions.  

11. Special Needs Strategy Update (Standing Item) - J. Gritzan 

None. 

12. Special Education Plan (Standing Item) - A. Canham 

a. Standard 6 
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A. Canham reviewed Standard 6: Educational and Other Assessments of the 

Special Education Plan outlining changes to the document. 

In response to a question regarding required signatures from parent(s)/guardian(s), 

Administration noted the required signatures vary depending on the student(s) custody 

agreement.  

A. Canham requested any suggested edits be emailed to him. 

b. Standard 8 

A. Canham reviewed Standard 8: Categories and Definitions of Exceptionalities outlining 

changes to the document. 

A. Canham requested any suggested edits be emailed to him. 

c. Standard 13 

A. Canham reviewed Standard 13: Staff Development outlining changes to the document. 

A. Canham noted professional development is ongoing even with the list of professional 

development courses removed from the document.  

A. Canham requested any suggested edits be emailed to him. 

d. Standard 17 

A. Canham reviewed Standard 17: The Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee 

outlining changes to the document. 

A. Canham requested any suggested edits be emailed to him. 

e. Standard 18 

A. Canham reviewed Standard 18: Coordination of Other Services with Other Ministries 

or Agencies outlining changes to the document. 

A. Canham requested any suggested edits be emailed to him. 

13. Modified Day Guidelines (Standing Item) - A. Canham 

A. Canham provided an update on the number of elementary students currently on a modified 

day program.  

In response to a question, R. Ferrara outlined the resources/options presented and/or 

implemented before resorting to placing a student on a modified day program.  

Questions of clarification regarding data collection, parent development team (PDT) thresholds 

and processes, modified day guidelines, suspension criteria and absenteeism tracking were 

answered by Administration.  

14. Correspondence (Standing Item) - A. Canham 

a. Durham Catholic District School Board  

Chair Bennett presented for information a copy of a letter from the Durham Catholic 

District School Board (DCDSB) to Minister Thompson expressing concern at the recent 
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changes to the Provincial funding model for Autism services and the impact it will have on 

children, families and school boards.  

15. Other Business 

Ontario Autism Program (OAP) 

A. Canham reported school websites will be updated as part of the TVDSB communication 

strategy with the following: "Current and incoming families eligible under the OAP may contact 

their local school for more information. We are committed to working collaboratively with all 

families through the transition period". 

A. Canham shared despite the potential changes in staffing TVDSB has a comprehensive system 

in place to provide support to schools when a student with autism diagnosis registers at school. 

In response to a question Administration confirmed the committee the local priorities funding 

extension agreements were not renewed. GSN and EPO funding has not been determined. 

16. Forum: Association Updates 

Round table updates were completed; committee members highlighted some of the events and 

activities planned by various organizations in April and May. As a follow up to the meeting event 

flyers will be emailed out to the committee members as they are received by Corporate Services. 

17. 2018-2019 Meeting Dates 

The 2019 meeting dates were provided in the agenda package.  The next meeting is scheduled 

for 2019 May 6, 6:30 p.m. 

18. Future Agenda Items 

 PPM 161 Update (May 6) 

 Exceptionality Data and Trends (May 6) 

 Gifted Screening at CCAT Testing (May 6) 

 Special Education (Preliminary) Budget (May 27) 

 TVDSB Accessibilities Committee Update (May 27) 

19. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 3:03 p.m. by motion. 

Recommendations: None. 

 
_________________________ 

                                                                                                                                          Joyce Bennett 
Chairperson 
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with Autism Spectrum 
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Funding for Families – Intensive 
Behavioural Intervention (IBI)

The Ontario Autism Program (OAP) is a 
Ministry of Children, Community and Social 
Services (MCCSS) program that provides 
funding to Ontario families of children and 
youth with Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
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Funding for Families

Prior to March 31, 2019 The Thames Valley Children’s Centre 
(TVCC) was the single point of access for the OAP for families 
living within the TVDSB region. 

Effective April 1, New Childhood Budgets were introduced to 
provide families with direct funding so that they can access a 
broad range of eligible services:

 Behavioural services (Intensive Behavioural Intervention - IBI)
 Speech Language Pathology
 Occupational Therapy
 Physiotherapy
 Respite services, etc.
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Funding for Families

Children under the age of 6 are eligible to receive $20,000 
/ annually

Children 6- 18 are eligible to receive $5,000 / annually

 In addition to the 42 private Behaviour Intervention 
providers in the region, TVCC is moving to the purchased 
services model. The program is now called the ‘Autism and 
Behavioural Services (ABS)

McMaster Children’s Hospital is the hub for the Western 
Region of Ontario
 TVCC has been subcontracted to provide diagnosis in the Thames Valley 

region.
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Funding for Families

 Information gathered from TVCC and providers of Behaviour 
Therapy Services suggests that as many as 42 new students 
with ASD will register with the Thames Valley DSB with a 
September 2019 start date
 This does not include children / youth who have not yet been diagnosed 

with ASD.

 OAP data in the SW Ontario Region
 260 active files in the OAP supported by TVCC
 228 students receive less than 5 hours a week of therapy
 32 students receive intensive intervention services and are not currently 

attending school
 570 children / youth are on the waitlist for services (most of whom are already in 

our schools)
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Funding for Families

570 students on the waitlist
 399 in London / Middlesex
 86 in Oxford County
 87 in Elgin County

25 elementary aged students are expected to be 
transitioning from part-time status to full-time school 
between April 1 – June 27, 2019
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Funding for Educational 
Institutions 2018-2019

 On March 11, 2019 to the MoE announced an 
extended count date for those students who 
have been receiving OAP services and are 
newly enrolled in school between April – June 
2019
$12,300 (average) per pupil
10 students have registered in TVDSB schools on, 

or after April 1, 2019
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Educator Professional Learning

The MoE has committed $1 million in annual funding 
to fully subsidize teachers who wish to acquire the 
Teaching Students with Communication Needs 
(Autism Spectrum Disorder) additional qualification.

P/PM 151 will be amended to:
Suggest school boards include professional development 

opportunities for teachers on supporting students with 
ASD (2019-2020)

Mandate professional development for teachers on 
supporting students with ASD (2020 – 2021)
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Behaviour Expertise Amount 
Allocation (BEA)

Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) is an 
approach to teaching skills based on the 
principals of learning and behaviour.

The BEA provides funding for school boards to 
hire board-level ABA expertise professionals 
(BCBAs).
The TVDSB currently has 4 BCBA professionals on 

staff.
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Priorities and Partnership Fund 
(PPF)

The PPF will replace the previous Education 
Programs – Other (EPO) funding

After School Skills Development Program
Was previously piloted in 8 DSB in Ontario
Will focus on “social, communication, self-

regulation, and life-planning skills development”
$6.1 million dollar initiative (72 DSBs)
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Thank you / Questions
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*A majority/minority report is made by a group of people within a larger group who agree/disagree with the report of the whole group. 

 

Special Education Plan 

Standard 1: The Board’s Consultation Process for the Special 

Education Plan 

The purpose of the standard is to provide details of the Board’s consultation process to the 

Ministry and to the public. The Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) values collaboration 

with families, community partners and stakeholders, and welcomes input into the Special 

Education Plan at any time through the Special Education website. Staff members have regular 

and ongoing communication with parents/guardians, system staff and community 

agencies/associations. As a school board committed to continuous improvement, we value and 

welcome input received through formal and informal processes. The feedback gathered 

influences the decisions by the Thames Valley District School Board on the provision of 

programs, services and resources. 

The TVDSB Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) reviews sections of the Special 
Education Plan at their monthly meetings; SEAC members are able to share information from their 
respective associations/agencies and provide feedback.  

Public Consultation with Support from SEAC  

 
In Ontario, school boards are required to establish a SEAC to provide advice about special 

education programs and services. SEAC is currently comprised of 9 associations, 3 Trustees and 
6 “members at large‟ that further the interests and well-being of students identified with 
exceptionalities. SEAC members make recommendations to their board on any matter affecting 

the establishment, development and delivery of special education programs and services for 
exceptional students. 

 
Every member of SEAC assumes responsibility for speaking with members of the public, either 
through association meetings, or through informal conversations with parents. This input is 

reflected in the feedback provided through monthly SEAC meetings.  
 

Every monthly agenda includes a section for “Association Updates”, at which time members may 
introduce matters of interest or concern. Key initiatives of the associations can be shared 
through this process.  

 
SEAC meetings are open to members of the public. SEAC meeting processes allow for members 

of the public to speak as a delegation to SEAC. If members of the public would like to make a 
presentation to SEAC, they are encouraged to contact the SEAC chair or the TVDSB 
Superintendent responsible for overseeing the Special Education Department. Delegations may 

be given up to 10 minutes for presentations as determined by the chair. SEAC meeting 

11.a
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*A majority/minority report is made by a group of people within a larger group who agree/disagree with the report of the whole group. 

 

Special Education Plan 

processes also allow for members of the public to ask questions. Depending on the nature of the 
questions, answers may be received during the meeting or at the next meeting.  

SEAC Involvement in the Review Process   
 

Each year SEAC is provided with the opportunity to participate in the annual review of the 
board's Special Education Plan and makes recommendations about improving special education 

resources, programs and services. A subcommittee is formed of staff and SEAC members to 
review the plan and make necessary revisions. The plan is revised by staff and reviewed with 
the SEAC committee at monthly meetings to gain further input. The SEAC committee then votes 

to support or not support the amended plan each year.  
 

Majority or Minority Reports, Board Response  
 

Associations have an opportunity each year to submit a Majority or Minority Report to the Chair 
and Trustees of the Board concerning the Board’s Special Education Plan. The Board issues a 
response to this report and both are attached as appendices to the plan. 

 
There were no majority or minority reports* concerning the Board’s approved plan in 2017-

2018. 
 
Means of Communication  

 
The Thames Valley District School Board communicates with parents, board employees and the 

community in a number of ways.  
 
The Thames Valley District School Board and SEAC are continuously looking for ways to improve 

the special education section on the TVDSB website. We endeavour to improve the online 
experience for parents/guardians to easily access information about our board’s special 

education programs and services. Furthermore, there is a section for SEAC that 
includes member contact information, agendas and minutes.   

 

 There were no majority or minority reports* concerning the Board’s approved plan in 2017-
2018. 

Opportunities for public consultation are provided through the Board’s website and the Special 
Education E-News notification at specedplan@tvdsb.on.ca.  

In 2017-18, SEAC, the Special Education Department and Research and Assessment focused on 
results from the 2016-17 Special Education Plan survey that was conducted.   

17
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*A majority/minority report is made by a group of people within a larger group who agree/disagree with the report of the whole group. 

 

Special Education Plan 

It is a goal of the Thames Valley DSB’s SEACThe priority area of focus was to raise awareness and 
understanding of the TVDSB Special Education Plan and related services.  To endeavor to meet 

this focus, a SEAC Sub-Committee: 

 Created a summary of the standards of the Special Education Plan which is to be posted on 

the Special Education Plan website; 
 Shared information for all school councils about the Special Education plan and invited their 

input; 
 Increased awareness of the Special Education Plan as part of parent information nights, 

regular professional development with administrators, Learning Support Teachers and other 

staff;. 
 Continued to revise each standard to ensure current information and clarity of content;. 
 Prepared a new SEAC brochure; 

 Conducted consultation around Identification Placement Review Committee (IPRC) 
placement options; 

 Conducted surveys of staff and parents/guardians to inform the Special Education 
Behavioural/Mental Health Program Review. 

What are our next steps? 
 

 Review the 2017 Special Education Plan survey for other areas for improvement and 
determine SEAC priority in this area; 
Consider another survey in the future.  

 
 Share information with all school councils about the Special Education Plan and invite their 

input; 
 Initiate a program review of Special Education programs and services and the model of 

delivery, with an emphasis on professional services. 
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i'DBSB
Ignite Learning

Durham District School Board 
400 Taunton Road East 
Whitby, Ontario L1R 2K6 
Ph: 905-666-5500 
1-800-265-3968 
TTY: 905-666-6943 
Fax: 905-666-6474

www.ddsb.ca

April 26, 2019

The Honourable Lisa Thompson 
Minister of Education 
Mowat Block, 22nd Floor 
900 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 1L2

The Honourable Christine Elliott
Deputy Premier and
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care
Hepburn Block, 10th Floor
80 Grosvenor St.
Toronto, ON M7A 1E9

The Honourable Lisa MacLeod
Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services
438 University Avenue, 7th floor
Toronto, ON M7A 1N3

Dear Ministers:

Re: Proposed Changes to the Ontario Autism Program Funding

The Durham District School Board's Special Education Advisory Committee writes this letter to express its concerns with 
respect to the proposed changes to the provincial funding model for the Ontario Autism Program ("OAP"), and the 
impacts those changes will have on children, families and school boards.

Should the changes to the OAP go ahead as proposed, many children will be entering the school system who have 
significant needs, requiring specialized programming, care and supports far beyond what is able to be provided in a 
traditional classroom. Integration of these extremely vulnerable children will require significant pre-planning, involving 
a multi-disciplinary team to ensure that their needs, and the needs of all students in the classroom, are being met. In 
order to ensure these needs are met, school boards will need to be provided with specific details of the changes that 
will occur and provided with enough lead time to ensure that the proper programming and supports can be put in place 
prior to the student entering the classroom.

We are also concerned that the funding models, as they currently exist, for special education are insufficient to cover 
the true costs of providing the level of support that these students will require. We ask if the Ministry will commit 
adjusting the funding models for special education to the current-day enrolment of students who are identified to ensure 
that all students will have adequate access to the supports they need to be successful.

@DurhamDSB Facebook.com/DurhamDistrictSchoolBoard www.youtube.com/DurhamDSB

13.a
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In order to provide an inclusive, welcoming and supportive environment for all students, it is important that any changes 
to the OAP take into consideration how school boards will be supported in providing for the needs of these exceptional 
children. Given the ripple-effects of the decisions of these ministries, it is imperative that the ministries work together 
to consider how changes being made within their respective portfolios affect the others.

In conclusion, we ask that each ministry take the necessary time required to allow for proper consultation, planning and 
transitioning to ensure that decisions made do not negatively impact the needs of any of our students.

Yours truly,

Eva Kyriakides 
SEAC Chair
Durham District School Board

Chairs of Ontario Special Education Advisory Committees
Lisa Millar, Director of Education, DDSB
Andrea McAuley, Superintendent, Inclusive Student Services
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, MPP
Lome Coe, MPP
Jennifer French, MPP
Lindsay Park, MPP
Hon. Rod Phillips, MPP
Hon. Laurie Scott, MPP

Page: 2

@DurhamDSB
KJ

Facebook.com/DurhamDistrictSchoolBoard

You

www.youtube.com/DurhamDSB37
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Bluewater District School Board 
 
  351 1st Avenue North – PO Box 190 

 Chesley ON  N0G 1L0 
 Telephone: (519) 363-2014    Fax: (519) 370-2909 

www.bwdsb.on.ca 

 
Preparing Our Students Today for the World of Tomorrow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 28, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable 
Lisa Thompson, M.P.P 
Minister of Education 
22nd Floor, Mowat Block 
900 Bay Street 
Toronto ON  M7A 1L2 
 
Dear Minister Lisa Thompson: 
 
Bluewater District School Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) would like to 
acknowledge and support Upper Grand District School Board’s (SEAC) letter regarding the support 
of Bill 44 to amend the Education Act to bring awareness and understanding of pupils who may 
have Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
Tracy Lynn Atkinson 
Special Education Advisory Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Chairs of Ontario Special Education Advisory Committees 
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