
THAMES VALLEY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD AGENDA

 
May 15, 2019, 6:00 P.M.

Board Room, Education Centre

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. O CANADA

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

5. PUBLIC INPUT RE: WESTERN AREA MIDDLESEX ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW

6. QUESTIONS/COMMENTS BY MEMBERS

7. ADJOURNMENT



 

 
 
 

PUBLIC INPUT 
Western Middlesex Attendance Area Review 

 

May 15, 2019 
 

SCHEDULE OF PRESENTERS 
 

Start 
Time 

Time  
Allotted 

(min) 

Name  
of Presenter (s) 

Organization/ 
Individual 

 
Key Message 

Power Point 
Presentation 

6:05 5 
Kristin and 
Alice Walls 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 

Rural students should not be removed from their existing small community 
school in favour of new subdivisions being built.  In the event that the 
school board proceeds with the plan to remove rural students, all rural 
students who began school at Oxbow should be grandfathered and allowed 
to finish school at Oxbow.  

 

6:10 10 
Todd Schaus 
Parkview PS 

School 
Council, 
Parkview 

Summary and overview of the Parkview WMAAR report highlighting 
feedback and input from the community and our recommendation to the 
Trustees. 

 

6:20 5 
Kristyn Hick 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 

I am requesting that the Board reconsider the boundary changes for the 
rural students of Oxbow Public School. We live in a rural area just north of 
Oxbow and our son would be attending Oxbow in a couple of years. The 
proposed changes would see him go to East Williams. The reasons I object 
to this change are as follows:  
(1) Physical Distance from our Home  
(2) East Williams is not our Community School 
(2) High School Considerations (Medway vs. NMDHS/Strathroy) 
If the proposed boundaries stay as they are we will be sending our children 
to St. Patrick's in Lucan. 

 

6:25 5 
Sylvia Karachun 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 
Removing the Holding Zones. 

 

6:30 5 Adam Winkler Individual 

We need to find a common ground to make it fair for our children and be 
apart of the Ilderton community and not bused to another town when the 
school is 5min down the road. More time on a bus is less time learning, 
playing and being with family. 

 

  



 

6:35 5 
Ashley Roberts 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 

We are currently building in Timberwalk subdivision on violet court. We 
have 3 small children; ages 4.5 & 2.   We chose Ilderton because we love 
the small community & town environment when we are in Ilderton.   Our 
children participate in Ilderton hockey & skating during the winter and 
Ilderton blastball & soccer during the summer.  And now, as a parent, I 
find myself faced with a difficult situation.  I have to try and explain to 
them why they cannot attend Oxbow P.S with their friends in the fall.   We 
will be living in Ilderton & be expected to bus them out of town because of 
the current holding zones as they are.   As a parent this poses challenges 
for work/ life balance in our home.   We rely heavily on before and after 
school programs that accommodate myself & husbands work schedules.  
As a member of the Ilderton community, it offends me that we will pay 
Ilderton taxes, participate in community events & be a part of this close-
knit community. However, my family is not valued enough as part of the 
community to attend the community school where we reside.   I am 
requesting the board re-examine & change the holding zones so Ilderton 
families can attend their local community school, Oxbow Public School. 

 

6:40 5 
Josh Morgan 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 
To lift the holding zone so the kids in Timberwalk can go to Oxbow. 

 

6:45 5 
Kerri Dixon 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 

The solution proposed by Senior Administration for Timberwalk in Ilderton 
is creating a major divide in our community. The families in the Oxbow 
catchment strongly feel it is detrimental to keep the urban and rural kids 
of Ilderton attending the local school Oxbow. 

 

6:50 5 
Suzanne Glavin 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 

We are requesting that Thames Valley Trustees re-examine their decision 
in regards to the holding zone for the Timberwalk and Clear Skies 
developments. This decision needs to be solely based on what’s best for 
the children of this community. It should not revolve around artificially 
propping up another school’s attendance levels. We live, play, volunteer 
and socialize in this community. Our children deserve nothing less than to 
attend the school in our community. Ilderton, like many small towns, only 
thrives with the support and inclusivity of everyone within it. This holding 
zone only exists to separate and divide our town. Based on the data 
included in the recent Watson Report, there is clear evidence provided 
that Oxbow can accommodate the children of these subdivisions. Status 
quo may be the easy decision, but it is not the correct decision. Every child 
in Ilderton deserves to attend the same school as their neighbours. 

 

  



 

 

 

6:55 5 
Nicholas Massé 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 
Unite the community. 

 

7:00 5 
James Mather 
Oxbow PS 

Middlesex 
Centre 
Family 
Medical 
Clinic 

A Family Physician's perspective on the importance of a cohesive 
community to the physical and emotional/mental health of children. A 
discussion on the social determinants of health and a challenge to board 
members to look for solutions which support the well being of our 
communities children. 

 

7:05 5 
Kyle Pratt 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 
Stable Population can be accommodated at Oxbow 

 

7:10 10 

Kendra 
Bloomfield and 
Ryan Alary 
Valleyview PS 

School 
Council, 
Valleyview 

The potential long term viability & planning for Valleyview Public School, 
as representatives of Valleyview School Council.   We would also like to 
speak to some concerns raised after viewing the Question & Answer 
period during the presentation of the Final Report by Senior 
Administration to the Board of Trustees. 

 

7:20 5 
Beth Cake 
Oxbow PS 

Individual 
Allowing all existing students and the designated holding zone students to 
attend Oxbow.  I will be speaking about putting students needs first as 
well as Oxbow's ability to accommodate the predicted students. 

 

 



Parkview Attendance Area Review

Todd Schaus
Parkview School Council Chair & 
Chair of the AAR Sub-Committee

May 15, 2019



Parkview PS AAR Rationale
• Based on TVDSB’s Commitments:

 Putting Students First

“in all situations, it is a priority of the Board 
to minimize displacement of students 
wherever possible and create a smooth 
transition when relocation is required.”

 Being Inclusive, Fair and Equitable



The Options Presented
• The Parkview AAR only considered the 

options presented by Watson& Assoc.:
 Option 1: New developments to Delaware

 Option 2: All of Existing Kilworth to Delaware

 Option 3: Multiple relocations

Older part of Kilworth to Delaware

Northern portion of Parkview to Valleyview

East portion of Caradoc to Delaware



Community Participation
• The Parkview PS community was 

highly involved, organized and 
definitive: 

• Two School Level Meetings held
 Approx. 70 attended first meeting

 Approx. 40 attended second meeting

• Support for Option 1 was unanimous



Community Participation

• Online survey 
 280 respondents, 95% in favour of Option 1

• Letters received from students and 
parents, all in favour of Option 1

• Student petition received



AAR Assessment of Option 2

• Delaware PS significant impact: from  
46% enrollment to 150%

• Delaware PS site too constrained to 
expand

• Parkview falls to 64% enrollment 



AAR Assessment of Option 2

• Not putting students first: Learning for 
both Delaware and Parkview students 
negatively impacted

• Option considered unfair by community: 
existing Parkview students displaced 
to make room for new development



AAR Assessment of Option 3

• Significant perturbation: 150 
Students from 4 schools relocated 

• Sub-optimal solution:

 Delaware falls below 80% after first year

 Parkview over capacity again by 2023

 Valleyview under 80% after a few years



AAR Assessment of Option 3
• Student Impacts: 

 Community members that have had children 
relocated in similar processes indicated there is a 
significant impact.

 Board resources required to support this mass 
displacement? Likely significant. 

• Unfair to Existing Community: Community also 
considered this option unfair, displacing multi-
generational Parkview families for development



AAR Assessment of Option 1

• The option overwhelmingly considered the 
best option by the community. 

 Community was unanimous in meetings

 95% of 280 survey respondents

 student and parent letters, petition

• Optimal solution to enrollment pressures:

 Parkview PS enrollment quickly back to <100%

 Gradual increase in Delaware PS enrollment



AAR Assessment of Option 1
• Only option that puts students first: 

 Solves over-enrollment concerns at Parkview 
PS quickly. Doesn’t break up social circles.

 Delaware PS avoids “shock” influx from Option 
2; enrollment increases sustainably

• Only option that is fair to current community: 

 students from new development already 
relocating from elsewhere; impact minimized 



Conclusion

• Option 1 was the only option presented 
that was acceptable to the Community

• Option 1 is considered most accordant with 
TVDSB commitments

• Consistent with TVDSB Administration’s 
assessment & recommendation. 

• Delaware also recommended Option 1



The Beginning…

Distance to 
Oxbow P.S.
2.6km

Distance to 
Valleyview P.S.
13.7km

The Facts:
• In 2013 a holding zone was 

created to alleviate the 
enrolment pressure at 
Oxbow.

• Students residing in 
Timberwalk were redirected 
to Valleyview P.S. in 
Coldstream.

• Families were informed that 
holding zones are temporary 
measures put in place when 
attendance pressures are in 
place at a specific school.



ILDERTON, ONTARIO 
POPULATION: 

Timberwalk



ILDERTON COMMUNITY   
What does our community look like?
 One arena with >300 active,

local children playing hockey
 One minor baseball and soccer organization
 One splash pad and park funded by the Ilderton

Optimist and Ilderton Lion’s Clubs 
 One main street with 4 developed subdivisions
 One public elementary school that ALL children 

in town
 ONE UNIQUE, RURAL, CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY



One Girl Guide/Scout Canada organization 

One Library with youth programs

2 major service clubs: Lion’s and Optimist that 
work tirelessly to raise funds for children’s 
initiatives in our community: 
specifically at Oxbow PS 

(none of their $ leaves our community)

Part of Medway HS catchment area

MANY community initiatives held at Oxbow
Fun Fair, Dances, Plays and Concerts, Community 

Dinners & Auctions

Other initiatives targetting community: Ilderton Fair, 
Firehall Activities, CBC Youth Activities, Lion/Optimist 
Fundraisers (Santa breakfast, wing night etc.)



A few details on Valleyview and Community…

 located in Coldstream – 13km from our town

Has its own recreational activities and teams

Has its own service clubs who raise funds to support 
Valleyview School initiatives

Has its own community library and programs 
targeting students at Valleyview

Coldstream has its own community building events 
such as: Santa Clause Parade, Lion’s BBQ’s, Poplar Hill 
Picnic

Part of SDCI area

Located WEST of Ilderton – away from most 
employment opportunities



What is the Main Issue??
• COMMUNITY
Our community has been divided by this holding zone 

situation.
The families in Timberwalk feel segregated from the 

greater community.
 The specific growth and development of Timberwalk has 

been greatly influenced by the presence of the holding 
zone.

Our children will work to make connections with children 
at Valleyview to then, in many cases, be separated from 
them again when it is time to attend High School = more 
segregation!

 Social-emotional effects for our children when they don’t 
feel a sense of belonging to the community in which they 
live







There needs to be open dialogue 
between the stakeholders to come up 

with positive solutions that are 
appropriate and meet the needs of the 

students, families, TVDSB and Middlesex 
Center.  



Good Evening TVDSB 

Trustees



Oxbow’s Current Capacity with 

Watson’s 10 Year Population Forecast 



Thames Valley District School Board’s 

Commitments



Oxbow’s Current Capacity with 

Watson’s 10 Year Population Forecast 



Where in TVDSB’s fundamental views 

does separating students and families 

from their communities fall?
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