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Special Education Plan 

The purpose of the standard is to provide details of the operation of the Board’s 
Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) and to give the members of the public 

information to which they are entitled. 

SEAC was established in compliance with Regulation 464/97. 

SEAC Roles and Responsibilities 

The Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) SEAC has the following roles and 

responsibilities: 

• To make recommendations to the Board regarding the establishment, development, and 
delivery of Special Education programs and services. SEAC activities which support this role 

include: 
•- Receiving and responding to reports about Special Education programs and services; 
•- Collaborative development of Special Education Resources for parent(s)/guardian(s) and 

staff related to  IPRC, IEP, effective communication practices and 
parent(s)/guardian(s) engagement; 

•- Discussing program recommendations that are presented by staff and/or sub-committees;  
•- Bringing forward issues for discussion and action by administration and/or the Board; and 

•- Sharing information about association activities and issues. 

• To participate in the annual review of the Special Education Plan. SEAC activities which 

support this role include: 
•- Reviewing changes to the Standards at SEAC meetings during the 20189-1920 school 

year; 

•- Responding to suggestions of the Special Education Audit;  
•- Participating in sub-committees involved in reviewing sections or parts of the Special 

 Education Plan; 

•- Reviewing changes to the Plan and providing feedback to the staff and Board. 

• To participate in the annual budget process for Special Education. SEAC activities which 
support this role include: 

•- Receiving one or more presentations from administration about the budget process  and 
 key issues; 

•- Reviewing the financial statements of the Board as they relate to Special Education; 

•- Having the opportunity to ask questions, offer suggestions and provide feedback 
 throughout the budget process; and 

•- Having the opportunity to make presentations to the Planning and Priorities Advisory 

 Committee or the Trustees about proposed expenditures or funding allocations. 
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• To communicate with parent(s)/guardian(s) and members of the public about Special 
Education programs and services and the activities of SEAC. SEAC activities which support 

this role include: 
•- Holding open meetings which members of the public can attend; 

•- Developing and distributing information about Special Education and SEAC; 
•- Distributing information and consulting with members of the associations represented by 

 SEAC members; 

•- Providing input into the Board website and publications which provide information about 
 Special Education;  

•- Participating in the Thames Valley Parent Involvement Committee Symposium by sharing 
 information on the role of SEAC;  

•- Increase awareness of Ministry of Education Special Education resources, including the 

 Ministry of Education and SEAC websites. 

• To interact with other Ministries. SEAC activities which support this role include: 
•- Responding to Ministry of Education consultations on Special Education policy and 

 procedures; 

•- Responding to government consultations on programs and policies which may impact on 
 students who require Special Education programs and services; and 

•- Consulting and collaborating with other Ministries, community partners and agencies 
 regarding the development or changes in services and programs which may affect 

 students who require Special Education. 

Role of TVDSB 

 To provide personnel and facilities necessary for the proper functioning of this committee. 
 The work of SEAC is supported by the following Administrative Resource Staff to the 

Committee: 
 

o- Riley Culhane, Associate Director 
o- Sheila BuilderAndrew Canham, Superintendent of Student Achievement 
o- Andrea Leatham, Learning Supervisor 

o- Roseanne Ferrara, Learning Supervisor 
o- Matthew Chevalier, Elementary Principal 

o- Jeff Bruce, Elementary Principal 
o- Tiffany Birtch, Secondary Principal 

o- Dan Clarke, Secondary Principal 

SEAC Meetings 

 SEAC meetings occur on either on the first Tuesday from 12:15 p.m. to 3 p.m., or the first 
Monday from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. each month.  Meetings are held at the TVDSB Education 
Centre at 1250 Dundas Street East, London, Ontario unless otherwise scheduled.  The 

proposed schedule for 20189-1920 is as follows.  

20189-1920 Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting Dates 
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Monday, September 10, 2018 9, 2019  6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 9, 20181, 2019  12:15 p.m.   

Monday, November 12, 201811, 2019  6:30 p.m. (Dundas)  

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 12:15 p.m. (TBD)  

Tuesday, January 8, 20197, 2020  12:15 p.m.  

Tuesday, February 12, 20194, 2020  12:15 p.m. (Dundas)  

Monday, March 4, 20199, 2020  6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, April 2, 2019March 31, 2020  12:15 p.m. (Dundas)  

Tuesday April 7, 2020  12:15 p.m. 

Monday, May 6, 201911, 2020  6:30 p.m.  

Monday, May 27, 2019 6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, June 11, 20198, 2020  12:156:30 p.m. 

 Members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

SEAC Membership 

 SEAC consists of three trustees, representatives of local associations and additional members 

committed to furthering the interests of students with special education needs. 

 

 Special Education Advisory Committee Membership 20149-201822 

ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE ALTERNATE 

TVDSB – Trustee Joyce Bennett 

j.bennett@tvdsb.ca 

 

 

TVDSB – Trustee Chris GoodallLori-Ann Pizzolato 

c.goodall@tvdsb.cal.pizzolato@tvdsb.c

a 

 

 

TVDSB – Trustee  Ruth TisdaleBarb Yeoman 

r.tisdale@tvdsb.cab.yeoman@tvdsb.ca 

 

 

mailto:j.bennett@tvdsb.ca
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ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE ALTERNATE 

Association for Bright Children 

www.abcontario.ca 

Christine Thammavongsa 

thammavo@oxford.net 

 

Beth Mai 

President.abclondon@gmail.com 

 

Shar Weis 

shacharweis@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Autism Ontario 

32-1225 Wonderland Road N. 

Sherwood Library 

Sherwood Forest Mall 

London, ON  N6G 2V9 

Phone: 519-433-3390 

London Autism Developmental 

Disabilities Support Group 

(no email) 

 

 

Suzanne Young 

suzanne_young1@hotmail.com 

  

 

Christina Devlin 

Christina.m.devlin@gmail.com 

 

Autism Ontario 

32-1225 Wonderland Road N. 

Sherwood Library 

Sherwood Forest Mall 

1340 Dundas St. E. 

London, ON  N5W 3B6N6G 2V9 

Phone: 519-433-3390 

autismontariolondon@bellnet.c

a 

www.autismontario.com/londo

n 

Nadia Brown 

nadiabrown2000@rogers.com 

 

CAS of London & Middlesex 

P.O. Box 7010, 1680 Oxford 

St. 

London, Ontario  N5Y 5R8 

Phone: 519-455-9000 

www.caslondon.on.ca 

 

Mike Cvetkovich 

PO Box 7010, 1680 Oxford St.  

London, ON N5Y 5R8 

(519) 455-9000 

Mike.cvetkovich@caslondon.on.ca 

 

 

Jessica Simpson 

PO Box 7010, 1680 Oxford St.  

London, ON N5Y 5R8 

(519) 455-9000 

Jessica.butcher@caslondon.on.c

a 

 

Community Living London 

190 Adelaide Street South 

London, Ontario  N5Z 3L1 

Phone: 519-432-1149 

www.cll.on.ca 

Barbara Furac 

barb.furac@cll.on.ca 

 

 

 

mailto:thammavo@oxford.net
mailto:suzanne_young1@hotmail.com
mailto:Christina.m.devlin@gmail.com
mailto:autismontariolondon@bellnet.ca
mailto:autismontariolondon@bellnet.ca
mailto:Mike.cvetkovich@caslondon.on.ca
mailto:barb.furac@cll.on.ca
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ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE ALTERNATE 

Easter Seals Ontario 

One Concorde Gate, Suite 700 

Toronto, Ontario  M3C 3N6 

Toll Free: 1-800-668-6252 

easterseals.org 

 

London Office 

2265 Oxford Street West, Unit 

1 

London, Ontario N6K 4P1 

Phone: 519-432-9669 

Toll Free: 1-888-278-7797 

Alison Morse 

amorse@easterseals.org 

 

 

Carol Marson 

 

 

Epilepsy Support Centre 

690 Hale Street 

London, Ontario  N5W 1H4 

Phone: 519-433-4073 

Executive Director:  

Michelle Franklin 

www.epilepsysupport.ca 

 

Bob Harvey 

bsharvey@execulink.com 

 

Jayme Arts 

jayme@epilepsyswo.ca 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder Network 

fasdelmo@gmail.com 

www.fasd-elmo.ca 

www.fasdelmo.wordpress.com 

Tracy Grant 

ss12grants@gmail.com 

 

Wendy Conforzi 

con4zi@rogers.com 

 

 

LDAO Learning Disabilities 

Association of London Region 

303 Richmond Street 

Unit 205 

London, Ontario  N6B 2H8 

Phone: 519-438-6213 

www.ldalondon.ca 

Paul Cook 

ed@ldalondon.ca 

 

Deborah Shore Reid 

supportgroup@ldalondon.ca 

   

Ontario Parents Advocating for 

Children with Cancer 

Phone: 705-828-7965 

Email: info@opacc.org 

www.opacc.org 

Tina Smith 

tina@tjscounselling.ca 

Lori Turner-Otte 

Lori.otte@lhsc.on.ca 

Kim Vander Schelde 

oliviakickincancer@gmail.com 

Thames Valley Council of 

Home and School Association 

www.tvchsa.com 

Sheena Davis 

sheena@execulink.com 

Jennifer Courtney-Nuyens 

jennuyens@yahoo.ca 

Jennifer Nuyens 

jennuyens@yahoo.ca 

Melissa Noszenko 

mnoszenko@gmail.com 

Thames Valley Children’s 

Centre 

779 Baseline Road, East 

London, ON  N6C 5Y6 

Phone: 519-685-8700 

www.tvcc.on.ca 

Janet Gritzan 

janet.gritzan@tvcc.on.ca 

 

Stacy McDougall 

stacy.mcdougall@tvcc.on.ca 

Colleen Willoughby 

Colleen.willoughby@tvcc.on.ca 

 

mailto:amorse@easterseals.org
mailto:bsharvey@execulink.com
mailto:fasdelmo@gmail.com
mailto:ss12grants@gmail.com
mailto:con4zi@rogers.com
mailto:ed@ldalondon.ca
mailto:info@opacc.org
mailto:janet.gritzan@tvcc.on.ca
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ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE ALTERNATE 

 

VIEWS for the Visually 

Impaired 

Jill Schaefer 

jschaefer@office.ldcsb.on.ca 

 

 

VOICE  

for the Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing Impaired Children 

admin@voicefordeafkids.com 

www.voicefordeafkids.com 

302-177 Danforth Avenue 

Toronto, OntarioM4K 1N2 

Phone: 416-487-7719 

Michele Barbeau 

michele.barbeau@sympatico.ca 

michelebarbeau65@gmail.com 

 

Jill Ellis-Worthington 

jill@writedoton.com 

Natalie Davison 

N5davison@sympatico.ca 

Vanier Children’s Services 

871 Trafalgar Street 

London, ON   N5Z 1E6 

Phone:519-433-3101 

www.vanier.com 

Sandy Dobaczewski 

sdimmell@vanier.com 

Laura Dunlop-Dibbs 

ldunlopd@vanier.com 

 

Sharon Walker 

swalker@vanier.com 

Sheri Grabstas 

accounting@vupointsystems.ca 

 

Community Services 

Coordination Network (CSCN) 

www.cscn.on.ca 

Judy Wright 

judywright@cscn.on.ca 

Cassie Krygsman 

cassiekrygsman@cscn.on.ca 

Chippewas of the Thames 

First Nations Representative 

www.cottfn.com 

Carol-anne Dendias 

cadendias@cottares.ca 

Chippewas of the Thames  

First Nation 

324 Chippewa Road 

Muncey, Ontario  N0L 1Y0 

Phone: 519-289-1000 

Crystal Kechego, Education Director 

ckechego@chippewa-ed.on.ca 

 

Munsee-Delaware Nation 

www.munsee.ca 

Karen Snake 

karenbsnake@gmail.com 

 

 

 Members of the public are encouraged to make their views known to SEAC by requesting 

a delegate presentation to SEAC, contacting representatives directly or e-mailing special 

education department at specialeducation@tvdsb.on.ca. 

 

SEAC Activities 
 
In the 20178-189 school year, SEAC provided input on a wide range of special education 
department initiatives, the annual review of the Special Education Plan and the 20189-1920 

special education budget. 
 

http://www.voicefordeafkids.com/
mailto:judywright@cscn.on.ca
http://www.munsee.ca/
mailto:specialeducation@tvdsb.ca
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The SEAC included two two sub-committees that supporting twotwo three priorities: the 
revisions to the Special Education Plan, and the development of a SEAC brochure and continued 

work on the Special Education Plan survey that was conducted in 2016-17.  As a result of this 
work, the SEAC sub-committee has worked to create greater awareness of SEAC and the Special 

Education Plan by providing School Councils with information on the plan, which was shared 
through all school Principals.  In addition, the committee has created a Special Education Plan 
Summary which outlines the information that is included in the plan.   

 
SEAC had a number of staff presentations on exceptionality specific programs and resources 

including: 
 CTCC 
 Phonological Awareness 

 Speech and Language Summer Camps 
 Supervised Alternative Learning 

 Budget 
 
SEAC had an opportunity to ask questions and provide suggestions on each of these topics. 

 
In addition, SEAC had presentations or reviewed processes related to: 

 Empower in TVDSB 
 Work Experience Program 
 Gifted Screening Tool 

  
SEAC representatives were also invited to participate in board activities including: 

 Annual Thames Valley Parent Involvement Committee (TVPIC) Symposium 
 Annual PASSAGES transition conference 
 Accessibility Working Group 

 Gifted Screening Tool Task Force 
 The Special Education INConference 

 The Mental Health & Behaviour Review Committee 
 IEP Audit process 

SEAC had representation on the following committees: 

 IEP Audit Committee 
 Accessibility Working Group Committee 
 Culture for Learning Committee 

 The Mental Health & Behaviour Review Committee 
 Gifted Screening Tool Task ForceCommittee 

 

 

 SEAC Sub-Committees 
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SEAC may appoint project-oriented and time-limited sub-committees as needed to further the 
business of the Committee. The following projects have been addressed through sub-

committees: 

 Thames Valley Parent Involvement Committee (TVPIC) Symposium; 

 Special Education Plan Survey Review; and 

 Special Education Plan review. 

 
SEAC Handbook 
 
• To assist SEAC members, a Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) Handbook has 
 been developed that provides members with information about the: 

•- Procedures for selecting of Members and Filling Vacancies 
•- Eligibility for SEAC membership 

•- Committee Governance 
•- Election Procedures for Chair and Vice Chair 
•- Thames Valley District School Board’s (TVDSB’s) SEAC; 

•- Minister’s Advisory Council on Special Education (MACSE); 
•- Provincial Parent Association Advisory Committee (PAAC) on SEAC; and 

•- Member resources. 




