
 
 
 
REPORT OF THE CHAIR’S COMMITTEE     

2019 August 27 
         3:06 p.m. –  5:00 p.m. 

 

MEMBERS 
 

J. Bennett                J. Skinner (-4:29)      
B. McKinnon           A. Morell (Chair)       
S. Polhill (+4:16) 
 

ADMINISTRATION AND OTHERS 

M. Fisher 
B. Smith (+3:33,-4:07) 

B. Williams 
 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda, as amended, was approved by motion.  

 

2. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST – none declared 
 

3. REVIEW UPCOMING MEETING AGENDAS 
The committee reviewed and discussed the upcoming meeting agenda for the 2019 September 10 
Planning and Priorities Advisory Committee meeting.  The agenda was amended to include a review 
of future Advisory agenda items noting the item was deferred from the 2019 June 11 Planning and 
Priorities Advisory committee meeting. 
 

4. CORRESPONDENCE – none 
 

5. TEACHER AWARD INITIATIVE 
Trustee B. Smith joined the meeting to share his idea and rationale for recognizing excellence in 
teaching.  Discussion considered the current Award of Distinction program and other ways Trustees 
may recognize employees throughout the board.  Challenges, implications, and potential options were 
considered. 
 
It was suggested the current Communication Guidelines for TVDSB Trustees (Appendix A of the Board 
Bylaws, section 2.2) may be a tool available to formally recognize employees.  Chair Morell offered to 
draft template letters for further discussion at the next meeting.   
 
There was general agreement the format for the Award of Distinction needs to be reviewed noting it 
was established at amalgamation.  The Committee suggested it be reviewed through an Ad Hoc 
Committee in 2020-21. 

 
6. RURAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE 

Deferred to the 2019 September 17 Chair’s Committee meeting. 

7. OPSBA 2019-20 MEMBERSHIP FEE 
The invoice and related correspondence regarding the 2019-2020 OPSBA membership was received 
(CC-1).   
 
The following recommendation was moved and CARRIED: 
 

That membership to the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association be renewed.   
 
The membership to the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association will be paid in the amount of 
$131,446.00 plus applicable taxes.   

 
8. PUBLIC INPUT 

The committee received and reviewed an application from an individual to give public input.  It was 
determined the applicant be scheduled for the 2019 September 24 Board meeting.   
 

9. TRUSTEES’ PD REQUESTS (STANDING ITEM) – None. 
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10. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. Administrative Assignments 
M. Fisher advised on changes to the Administrator Assignments for 2019-2020 describing the 
rationale for the changes. 
 

b. Board Meeting Agendas 
A. Morell and M. Fisher advised on plans to add student presentations to Board meeting agendas 
to highlight activities and achievements aligning with the strategic priorities.   

 
c. Bylaw Review Ad Hoc Committee 

It was noted the Chair’s Committee will bring forward the recommendation for membership to the 
Bylaw Review Ad Hoc Committee at the 2019 September 24 Board meeting. 
 
A. Morell advised on two potential individuals who could provide some professional guidance to 
the committee as it pertains to the content of Board Bylaws. 

 
d. Email Distribution Lists 

A. Morell advised there are two email distribution lists. The DL–Trustees does not include the 
student Trustees.  The DL-Student Trustees is for the student Trustees.  Correspondence 
intended for both Trustees and Student Trustees need to include both distribution email lists. 

 
e. Governance Resources 

A. Morell shared information on two books that have been ordered for all Trustees; The 
Governance Code and The Culture Code.  Potential plans to discuss and share learnings from 
the readings were described.    

 
11. UPCOMING SYSTEM EVENTS AND INITIATIVES 

- Trustee Forums, 2019 October (dates to be scheduled) 
- Indigenous Student Trustee Election, 2020 February 26 
- Student Trustee Election, 2020 February 27 
- Student Leadership Conference, 2020 April 30 
- Variety Is, 2020 April 30 
- Award of Distinction, 2020 May 6 

 
B. Williams was asked to follow up with S. Hines regarding a number of the scheduled dates.  Follow 
up information will be provided at the 2019 September 17 Chair’s meeting. 
 
A. Morell advised dates for the Trustee Forums are under consideration. 
 

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is scheduled for 2019 September 17, 12 p.m. 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. by motion.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That membership to the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association be renewed.   

 
 

 
ARLENE MORELL 
Chairperson 
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