REPORT OF THE STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC)

2020 November 25
4:00-6:00 p.m.

Student Trustees: M. Dhaliwal, N. Keller, T. Rahman

Students Senators: A.B. Lucas SS: K. Ding, B. Maudsley, H Cator; London Central SS: A. Haq, H. Satheeskumar;
Central Elgin CI: Clarke Road SS: K. Doxtator, W. Slade; College Ave SS: J. Cote, J. Jawad; East Elgin SS: S. Shelly;
Glencoe SS: C. Metivier, L. McFadden, J. Nicholls; Glendale HS: E. Mitchell; H. B. Beal SS: E. Deagle, J. Classen, L.
Huston; Huron Park SS: P. Patel, M. Stuart, M. Panchel; Ingersoll DCI: J. Underwood; London South CI: Lord
Dorchester SS: C. Zavitz; Montcalm SS: E. Shadbolt; Oakridge SS: D. Fosterdelmundo, J. Fan; Parkside CI: A.
Master, C. Golding, M. Moore; Saunders SS: D. Antone, K. Burke, K. Ellis; B. Saidam; Sir Frederick Banting SS: R.
Sharma, R. Hossian, H. Carr; Sir Wilfrid Laurier SS: J. Andre, K. Karout, A Morales; Strathroy DCI: West Elgin SS: D.
Fletcher; Westminster SS: N. Fayadh; Woodstock CI: M. LeConte, R. Gilbert.

Administration and Others: L. Pizzolato (Trustee), S. Builder (Superintendent), S. Hines (Assistant to the
Trustees).

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES
Student Trustee Rahman called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. and Student Trustee Dhaliwal
acknowledged the traditional territory on which the Student Advisory Council meeting is held. Student
Trustee Rahman reviewed the agenda items.

2. INTRODUCTION ICE BREAKER
The Student Trustees and Student Senators introduced themselves by way of letting the group know
what flavour of ice cream the liked.

3. EQUITY WORK
Student Trustee Rahman shared that the Student Trustees would like to see the Student Senators keep
in mind equity as they move forward this year as equity does govern the work that the Student Advisory
Council is involved with. The goal is that all students have equal opportunity and has the resources
available to them.

4. STUDENT CENSUS SURVEY
Student Trustee Dhaliwal shared that the Board will be inviting all students from grade 7 through to 12 to
complete the Every Student Belongs survey in early December. The purpose of the survey is to learn the
background of our students so the Board can provide them with the supports they require. The survey will
be linked to student email addresses and the information gather will be kept confidential. The survey is
voluntary and will be offered online, but be offered on paper, over the telephone and in several different
languages. Students will be given time during the school day to complete the survey which will take
approximately 10 minutes. Student Senators were asked to what for the survey on social media and to
share this information with the students in their schools.

5. JAMBOARD ACTIVITY #1
Student Trustee Rahman introduced the next activity regarding assessments. She explained that she
understands the work that students put into preparing for test and completing school tasks, but students
do not get the results that they desire, because sometimes assessing skills through written tests is not
always the best route to take. Many of the Students are auditory, visual or practical learners and boxing a
student’s strength in to one category can take a toll on a student’s performance and mental health. In this
activity the students shared what they would like their assessments to look like using a JamBoard.
Discussion was held and questions were taken on what was posted to the board. Attachment.

6. JAMBOARD ACTIVITY #2
Student Trustee Dhaliwal introduced the second JamBoard activity which focused on mental health and
wellbeing. A couple of guiding questions were: 1) what made you smile today; 2) what do you think about
when you hear the words mental health; 3) what initiatives would you like to see happen involving mental
health this year. The activity was completed and discussion was held on what was posted to the board.
Attachment.
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7. WELLBEING SURVEY
Student Trustee Dhaliwal explained that this year is a special year and asked the Student Senators to
give themselves a pat on the back for how well they have embraced the changes that have come.
Wellbeing is a person to person issue there are many factors that affect it. It is important that student
voice is heard to ensure everyone is kept safe. A student survey will be released as the student trustees
wanted a safe and confidential platform for students to voice their comments and thoughts. The Student
Trustees would like to have a sense of what students thoughts are on how school is going. The Student
Trustees would like to release a position paper on how the student body is affected this year. Student
Trustee Rahman explained the survey and explained that they are looking for input from the Student
Senators. The survey was reviewed and explained that it was is a check in with the students from grade
9 to fifth year students. Discussion was held on tweaking the questions making them more equitable and
suggestions taken.

8. STUDENT THOUGHTS ON SCHOOLS
Student Trustee Keller let the group know that he was a full remote learner. He facilitated a discussion
with the group using the following guiding questions: 1) regarding student thoughts as to how they were
coping as a full remote learner or an in person learner; 2) how school as been for the Students Senators
overall and what challenges the Student Senators faced this year; 3) which quadmester do you prefer
sighting reasons why you feel the quadmester is good or not good; 4) how do you find the school
environment; 5) have your teachers been supportive.

IMPORTANCE OF INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVE

Student Trustee Keller spoke on teachings of Introduction to indigenous student voice in society. He
spoke on the indigenous people who were the first people of North America; which indigenous people
refer to as Turtle Island. Through Trustee Keller’s research he found that the reason it was named Turtle
Island is that the continent itself is shaped like a turtle and within the Indigenous culture a turtle supports
the world and plays an important role within.

Trustee Keller told the group that the Canadian government has an obligation to uphold aboriginal and
treaty rights. He explained that aboriginal rights are the aboriginal peoples prior and historical occupants
of the land. Treaty rights are individual and asked that everyone keep in mind that we live on treaty land
and the land within Canada is separated by different treaties and that each individual treaty if for each
individual group of indigenous people. Both treaty and aboriginal rights are constitutional by which the
Canadian Government has an obligation to uphold. For the indigenous perspective and voice within our
society, we can see that within our own school board of Thames Valley we have an Indigenous Student
Trustee represented by Student Trustee Keller and an adult trustee represented by Trustee Antone. It is
important to mention that the CMO board motion was brought forward by Trustee Antone. This is the
way that Thames Valley has brought indigenous voice into the board. Student Trustee Keller sighted
that there still is much work to be done. Indigenous positions across Canada need to be implemented,
otherwise you are not fulfilling that position. Student Trustee Keller moving forward, Student Trustee
Keller says it's imperative that the board include Indigenous people in iPledge. Student Trustee Keller
will continue with the teachings in the following meetings.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. The next meeting will be held on 2020 January 13 at 4:00 p.m.

M. Dhaliwal N. Keller T. Rahman
Student Trustee Indigenous Student Trustee Student Trustee
Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair
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