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The purpose of the presentation is to provide an update to the Special
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Content:

The presentation will provide an overview of the Early Reading
Screener mandate, the Acadience Reading screener measures, their
related early literacy/reading skills, and implications for data collection
and decision-making.
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Early Reading Screener

"Early reading screening supports early identification
of risks in students’ foundational reading skills, which,

it not quickly and appropriately addressed, can be

linked to future difficulties with fundamental literacy
skills” (PPM 168).
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Early Reading Screener Policy

"The ministry is requiring school boards to have all
students in Year 2 of Kindergarten, Grade 1 and
Grade 2 screened for early reading using a ministry-
approved, evidence-based screening tool. These
students are required to be screened twice in a
school year, however, for students who met the
benchmark in the first screening, the second

screening is optional” (PPM 168).
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acadiencelearning.org

Acadience Reading K-6

"Acadience Reading K-6 Is a universal screening and progress
monitoring assessment that measures the acquisition of early
literacy skills from Kindergarten through 6th Grade. The assessment
IS composed of six brief measures that function as indicators of the
essential skills that every child must master to become a proficient
reader. These measures are used to regularly monitor the
development of early literacy skills in order to provide timely
Instructional support and prevent the occurrence of later reading
difficulties.”
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Early Reading Screening: Educator Training

« 1472 Teachers, Speech-Language Pathologists, Learning Support
Teachers, and Learning Support Services staff have been trained

 Training for all Kindergarten Early Childhood Educators is also
underway
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Early Reading Screening

TVDSB educators have screened:

« 5601 students in Year 2 of Kindergarten

e 5736 students in Grade 1

e« 5799 students in Grade 2
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Early Reading Screener Measures
First Sound Fluency

First Sound Fluency assesses the essential
early literacy/reading skill of phonemic
awareness, and Is a brief, direct measure of
a student's ability to quickly and accurately
identify the initial sound in words.
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Early Reading Screener Measures
Letter Naming Fluency

Letter Naming Fluency is a brief, direct

measure of a student's fluency naming
letters. This measure assesses a student's

ability to recognize individual letters and say
their letter names.
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Early Reading Screener Measures
Rapid Automatized Naming

Rapid Automatized Naming is a predictive
measure and indicator of risk of reading and
reading-related skills. It is an additional
measure to use with Acadience K-6.
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Early Reading Screener Measures
Phoneme Segmentation Fluency

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency assesses
the essential early literacy/reading skill

of phonemic awareness, and is a brief, direct
measure of a student's fluency segmenting a
spoken word into its component parts or
sound segments.
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Early Reading Screener Measures
Nonsense Word Fluency

Nonsense Word Fluency Is a brief, direct
measure of the alphabetic principle and
basic phonics. It assesses knowledge of
basic letter-sound correspondences and
the abllity to blend letter sounds into
consonant-vowel-consonant and vowel-
consonant words.
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Early Reading Screener Measures
Oral Reading Fluency

Oral Reading Fluency is an indicator of
accurate and fluent reading of connected
text, advanced phonics and word attack
skills, and reading comprehension.
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Early Reading Screener Measures
Maze

Maze is a standardized measure of reading
comprehension. It assesses the student's
ability to construct meaning from text using
word recognition skills, background
Information and prior knowledge, familiarity
with linguistic properties such as syntax and
morphology, and cause and effect reasoning
skills.
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From: Data Interpretation
Workshop: Acadience Reading K-6

I n t e r p ret I n g t h e Dat a acadiencelearning.org
Above
Acadience Reading K-6 provides data to benchmark

change reading outcomes for students by: At
- . ﬂ benchmark
 ldentifying and validating need for
additional instructional support Below
 Planning instructional support m
« Evaluating the effectiveness of instructional Well Below
benchmark

support
* Reviewing outcomes
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Data Interpretation Workshop:
Educator Training

* 79 Speech-Language Pathologists, Learning Support Services
staff, and members of the Structured Literacy Working Group
received the Data Interpretation Workshop Training.

 All Kindergarten Teachers and Early Childhood Educators,
Grade 1, and Grade 2 Teachers were trained to support with
planning for instruction and intervention for students.

* Over 105 elementary administrators received training in January
2025 to help them assess their schools' early literacy health
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Early Reading Screener: Next Steps

« Administrators have received an in-person opportunity to
collaborate with Learning Support Services staff to review their
school data and determine areas of instructional need

« Early Reading Screener system staff are currently in schools
providing support for students who did not meet benchmark

« Early Reading Screener system staff will be conducting a mid-
year screener for students who did not meet benchmark
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Thank You!

tvdsb.ca
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